
 

 1 

Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
  
 
  



 

 1 

Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 



 

 6 

activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 

Formatted: Font: Bold



 

 2 

and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
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Old Growth Conservancy Society OGCS  
Directors’ Report for 2017 
  
The Directors of the Old Growth Conservancy Society at the end of 2017 were: 
  
● President:                           Karen Marzocco 
● Vice-President:                   Marshall Bauman 
● Secretary:                           Alan Bardsley 
● Treasurer:                           Doug Bardsley 
● Directors-at-Large               David Cook, Mike Fillipoff, Hugh Hamilton, Katharine                                                        
                                               Steig, Herb Storm 
● Advisory Member                Terry Taylor  
● District Representative1      Corinne Ambor, 
                                               Parks Stewardship Manager, 
                                               District of West Vancouver 
 
The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) held 10 regular directors’ meetings in 
2017.  The AGM was held March 8, 2017 at the West Vancouver Seniors’ Centre.  An 
OGCS Purposes Workshop was held September 13, 2017 in the Mountain Room at the 
West Vancouver Community Centre. 
   
  
2017 Snowshoe Hikes (We had Snow!)—Summer Guided Tours 
January 15 brought with it ideal snow and weather conditions.  It was the first snowshoe 
hike into the Conservancy after three years of a snow dry spell.  The trip began at the 
CC trail in the southern part of the Conservancy and included a visit to the Eustace 
Smith Blaze tree near the Chicken-of-the-Woods trailhead.  A second snowshoe trip 
took place on February 19, also under ideal conditions.  (We are planning a 2018 
snowshoe trip for March 4.) 
 
Summer Trips: The OGCS led five guided tours into the Conservancy.  A total of forty 
participants were able to experience areas of old-growth forest and compare it to a once 
logged second-growth stand dominated by western hemlock and amabilis fir with some 
cedar just south of the Conservancy boundary.  The tours provide a bounty of botany 
information, not only about the trees in the Conservancy, but also about the plants and 
fungi that make up the ecology that exists there solely because of its old-growth 
environment.   
 
The tours are limited to eight participants at a time and the Saturday, August 26th 
guided tour included Paul McGrath of the North Shore News who accompanied David 
Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley into the OGC.  The 2017 summer guided tours 
raised $170.00 from participants who greatly appreciated the time and expertise of our 
volunteer tour leaders.  In particular, David Cook who shared his wealth of knowledge 

                                                 
1 The District Representative role for the OGCS is a non-voting board membership.  Corinne Ambor’s 
extensive experience with WV Parks provides the OGCS with insight into issues that may relate to or 
impact the Conservancy. 
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and Hugh Hamilton who shared his forestry knowledge despite recovering from a leg 
injury obtained in England earlier in the year.   
 
The donations and new membership fees collected from the tours were up from $40.00 
the previous year even though twenty-three fewer people participated in the OGC trips.  
We expect that the more direct information provided in the OGC Guided Tour 
application was instrumental in participants having cash in their pockets for a tour into 
the middle of the woods.   
 
Our Secretary, Alan Bardsley, who organized the tours, included the following 
description on the tour application: About the OGCS: The OGCS is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers working to inform the public about old-growth in West 
Vancouver and ensure its protection. The Society is funded through membership fees, 
grants and donations. Annual membership is $10. Donations made by tour participants 
help to further the conservation and education work of the Society and are gratefully 
received.  
 
As in previous years, OGCS Directors led the small groups into the Conservancy to 
keep protection of such a rare veteran forest top of mind with the public and to 
informally gauge the trip participants’ views on the balance between public awareness 
and Conservancy protection.  
  
West Vancouver Community Day 
The OGCS took part in the June 3, 2017 Community Day.  The location was very good 
this time around yet the Stewardship groups were not all together as they had been in 
previous years.  This led to a bit of a disconnect between the groups and some 
additional footwork for those OGCS Directors who belong to two or more Stewardship 
groups and who try to assist all the groups at their tables on Community Day.  Alan 
Bardsley had prepared signup sheets for summer trips into the Old Growth 
Conservancy and our newest Director, Mike Fillipoff, proved to be highly adept at 
encouraging visitors to sign up as new OGCS members. 
 
Coho Festival 
OGCS always has a display table at the Ambleside Park Coho Festival to provide 
visitors with information about the Conservancy and other old-growth areas in West 
Vancouver. The September 10, 2017 Coho Festival coincided with the date of the North 
Shore News front cover and two-page feature story on the Old Growth Conservancy. 
 
As previously mentioned, Paul McGrath of the North Shore News had joined the August 
26th Guided Summer Tour into the OGC.  His cover story and feature, Telling the story 
of West Vancouver’s giants, included photos of the Conservancy tour and its leaders, 
including David Cook, Hugh Hamilton and Alan Bardsley. This wonderful feature story 
brought numerous people to our information table and inspired many of them to sign up 
for guided tours.  Twenty-three more people signed up for the 2018 Summer tour wait 
list than had done so the previous year.  This brings the total wait list for 2018 Summer 
guided tours to thirty-six. 
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So, thank you North Shore News as you helped us to spread the word about the 
Conservancy’s existence while at the same time, we as directors, continue to balance 
its protection with that of education and awareness of old-growth in West Vancouver. 
 
Monitoring the Conservancy 
Marshall Bauman keeps his eyes and camera lens trained on the Conservancy.  
Marshall makes regular visits into the OGC to take photographic records of the area, 
remove invasive plants, and monitor parking and snowplow activity in Parking Lot 5.   
 
2017 brought with it two new plants that made their way onto some parts of the CC 
Trail.  David Cook sent some samples to Terry Taylor on Vancouver Island, looking for 
assistance as to whether the plants were invasive. Terry replied that the grass is 
Agrostis capillaris (A. tenuis) - colonial bent grass, an introduced agricultural grass.  The 
rush is Juncus tenuis - slender rush. It grows in disturbed areas and may also be an 
introduced species. Neither is likely to grow in unimpacted forest areas, only along trails 
or old roads where there is enough sunlight.  But although there are only a few of these 
plants on the CC Trail and they may not be invasive, Marshall and other OGCS 
members will remove them when we see them on the trail. 
 
While monitoring of the Conservancy often has Marshall removing garbage from the 
parking lot area or removing invasive plants—he also is able to fully bask in the beauty 
and surprises that the old-growth ecosystem has to offer. 
 
West Vancouver Cypress Liaison Group  
The Cypress Liaison Group meets on a biannual basis and is chaired by a DWV staff 
representative, usually Corinne Ambor, DWV Parks Dept. OGCS is a regular attendee 
and contributor. 
 
The Liaison meetings are held to improve communication and share news and planned 
activities on and about the mountainside. The meeting draws representatives from BC 
Parks, British Pacific Properties, Cypress Mountain Resort, DWV Parks, DWV Planning, 
Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society, Heritage West Vancouver, Hollyburn 
Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, North Shore Hikers, North Shore 
Wetland Partners Society, North Shore Mountain Bike Association and the Old Growth 
Conservancy Society. 
 
Forest Ecosystem Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
Since the area that is now the Old Growth Conservancy first captured the imaginations 
of West Vancouverites in 1990, there has been considerable interest and curiosity about 
what is really in this old-growth forest.  Hugh Hamilton has worked for several years to 
establish an inventory of the old-growth in the Conservancy. 
 
This year, OGCS officially teamed up with BCIT and its Forest and Natural Areas 
Management Department led by Wayne Horvath, Program Head of Sustainable 
Resource Management.  
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Discussions between the OGCS, District of West Vancouver Parks Department and 
BCIT began in January of 2017 in order to set objectives, determine specific inventory 
areas, and formalize the process.  BPP provided aerial mapping (called Lidar) to assist 
in the construction of mapping and contouring data.   
 
A crew of students, under the direction of Professor Horvath, completed their first year 
of an inventory in the northern corner of the Conservancy.  This is the area of the OGC 
which has the richest old-growth ecosystem. Three sample plots of old-growth redcedar 
were examined.  In addition, students detailed and inventoried the vegetation and soil 
structure in the plots. 2017 sampling was completed by the end of September and 
preliminary inventory data is expected later in 2018. 
 
BCIT is providing almost all inventory work to the OGCS and the West Vancouver Parks 
Department free of charge as this is a learning experience for the students.  BCIT will 
only be reimbursed costs for food and fuel required by the crews through an 
arrangement between the OGCS and the DWV Parks Department.  
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Old-Growth Biophysical Study  
David Cook’s work, presented at last year’s AGM, exemplified how work in other old-
growth areas of West Vancouver is in keeping with the OGCS directors’ recognition that 
to protect the Conservancy, we must reach beyond its boundaries.   
 
As such, we are thrilled that David continues his research into the veteran trees and 
veteran ecosystems of the areas around Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek.  
 
In 2017, Alan Bardsley joined David on many of the expeditions into the creek areas.  
Together they identified, measured, tagged and mapped 32 veteran trees in the 
summer and fall. However, David determined that there are more large old-growth 
redcedar trees yet to be measured and tagged. Further trips are required in 2018 and 
perhaps into 2019 to ensure that all veteran trees will be identified.  
 
At David’s request, DWV staff cut a tree ring from an old-growth tree that had fallen 
from natural causes in the Brothers Creek area.  The tree appears to have been 
culturally modified.  David hopes to determine the age of the tree as he is interested in 
the age at which the tree was culturally modified. David has written a skeleton report 
based on his data collected in 2017 and during his earlier years on the study.  In 
continuing the documentation of old-growth trees in this study area, David and the 
OGCS directors hope that the work David is conducting will lead to a possible park 
dedication of the area in the future.  
 
September 13, 2017 OGCS Purposes Workshop 
OGCS directors participated in an OGCS Purposes Workshop on September 13.  It was 
held in the Mountain Room at the West Vancouver Community Centre.  Directors 
examined the accomplishments of the OGCS over the last ten years and brainstormed 
what we hoped to achieve in the coming five years. 
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One thing that this workshop and the directors’ meetings that followed helped us to 
decide is that we very much want to directly engage all our members so that you will 
brainstorm and contribute ideas to the OGCS.  Ideas as to how best to increase the 
awareness, interest and education of people of all ages in the District so that they will 
value the exceptional old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.   
 
We will be looking to recruit you, whether through polls or as members and leaders of 
working groups, to help spread the word of the significance of West Vancouver’s old-
growth and its forest environment.  Stay tuned in 2018 and beyond and feel free to 
reach out to us with your ideas. 
 
The other important event that occurred at the workshop was a very frank discussion 
about our Purposes under the OGCS Constitution.  This discussion and later ones 
eventually developed into Special Resolution #2.  (2. (b)  To ensure that the natural 
values of old-growth in West Vancouver are respected and appreciated by the 
community;).  This resolution was presented in a preview to the WV District Council in 
December and Alan Bardsley will present it in more detail at the AGM.  
 
The take away from the September workshop has been that OGCS directors recognize 
that to protect the Conservancy, education, outreach and study areas must include old-
growth ecosystems beyond the boundaries of the Conservancy.   
  
OGCS Presentation to WV Council  
OGCS directors Karen Marzocco and Alan Bardsley were pleased be invited to present 
to the West Vancouver Mayor and Council on December 13, 2017. Mayor Michael 
Smith, Councillors Mary-Ann Booth, Craig Cameron, Christine Cassidy, Nora Gambioli, 
Peter Lambur and Bill Soprovich were in attendance.  
 
A brief history of the OGCS and our activities was presented. Included were the reasons 
for our founding: the planned destruction of old-growth forest to build a mountain-side 
golf course, the resulting protests and the 1990 and 1993 referendums that eventually 
led to the creation of the present day Conservancy and our Society.   
 
As stated to Council, in the second referendum, held in 1993, District voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed both the dedication of a park to preserve the old-growth—
creating what was then known as the Old Growth Park—and additional studies that 
could lead to further dedication by referendum of Municipally-owned lands containing 
old-growth trees.  In fact, the Municipal Mountain Lands Committee had recommended 
that the Old Growth Park’s protected area be 350 acres—almost double the 133 acres 
voted on in that referendum.   
 
Some of the most important old-growth is outside the protection of the Conservancy 
boundary.  Thus, David Cook’s work in the Brothers Creek/McDonald Creek area, and 
the work of our directors throughout the District and beyond more accurately reflects the 
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activities of the OGCS and supports both the recommendations of the Municipal 
Mountain Lands Committee and the voters’ express wishes from a quarter century ago.   
 
Our presentation was well received by Mayor and Council, especially by Councillor 
Craig Cameron, who reminded those present of the regrettable loss of the Black Creek 
old-growth trees.  
 
Councillor Bill Soprovich said a special public thank you to long-time OGCS directors 
Hugh Hamilton and Katharine Steig, praising them for their dedication to our community.  
The presentation can be viewed in the December 13 Council video. 
 
District of West Vancouver 
Working with the District of West Vancouver on the protection of the Conservancy is 
one of the core purposes of the Society. This continues to be one of the most important, 
and most rewarding activities for OGCS Directors. The District continues to be a helpful, 
responsive and supportive partner.  In particular, this year the Parks Department has 
been highly supportive of the inventory work begun by BCIT.   
 
We are grateful to the District for its support.  We also greatly value Corinne’s Ambor’s 
dedication to our Conservancy and her willingness to spend quite a few of her evenings 
and her personal time assisting the OGC and enjoying its extraordinary beauty during 
some of our guided trips.  
 
Replica Stoltmann Sign Installed Near Hollyburn Fir 
In 1985 West Vancouver resident and big tree hunter Randy Stoltmann discovered the 
Hollyburn Fir – a huge nearly 1100 year-old Douglas-fir on Hollyburn Ridge. Randy 
carved a sign showing the tree’s dimensions and installed it on a nearby stump. Over 
the years the sign deteriorated, causing David Cook to recommend its replacement. In 
2016 Bruce McArthur carved a new sign for the tree and the deteriorated sign was 
taken down and saved for archival purposes.  
 
This December Alan Bardsley installed the new sign on the same stump near the giant 
fir. OGCS is now working with DWV Parks to create an interpretive sign about Randy 
himself for placement near the fir. 
 
The community lost Alita Stoltmann, Greg and Randy’s mother, this January 9, 2018.  
She was very pleased to hear about the replica sign and know that Randy’s memory is 
being kept alive.  Our condolences to Greg for his loss. 
  
OGCS Newsletters #11 and #12 
As in previous years, a very big thank you to Hugh Hamilton for writing the 2017 OGCS 
Newsletters for our members.  Many parts of this Directors’ Report comes from the 
extensive research and material that Hugh wrote for the #11 and #12 OGCS 
Newsletters.   
 
OGCS Minutes 
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This report and Hugh’s Newsletters owe an enormous thank you to both Alan Bardsley 
and Katharine Steig for their detailed notes and minutes of all board meetings.  2017 
saw Alan take over the duties of Secretary to offer Katharine a well-deserved break.  
Though, as you may know and luckily for us, Katharine doesn’t take many breaks. 
 
Plans for 2018:  
 
We Want to Engage You!   
Help us to come up with creative ways to increase the awareness, interest and 
education of people of all ages in the District so that we will all value the exceptional 
old-growth ecology that lies on our doorstep.  Student photo competitions?  Artwork?  
Invite local artists into the woods?  First Nations carving of a fallen old-growth nurse 
log? Your ideas here______. 
  
Snowshoe Trips into the Conservancy 
Keep your calendars open for March 4! 
 
Tours Outside the Conservancy 
In years past, OGCS directors led educational hikes into a number of District old-growth 
areas that were outside the Conservancy itself.  The OGCS wishes to again lead tours 
of old-growth areas throughout the District.  If you are interested in helping us lead a 
tour—let us know! 
 
Summer Trips into Conservancy 
Planning for summer guided trips will begin in the spring of 2018. 
 
Inventory of Old-Growth in the Conservancy 
BCIT will advise OGCS of their work plans for 2018 in the upcoming months. 
 
Brothers Creek and McDonald Creek Area Old-Growth Biophysical Study 
David Cook and Alan Bardsley will venture back into the wilderness to tag and map 
veteran trees.  The old-growth biophysical study requires David and Alan to hike into 
some very rough terrain, including travelling on some difficult transportation routes just 
to get to the study areas.  In 2018, David and Alan may contact the DWV Parks Branch 
to request assistance with travel into and out of the study areas.  
 
Community Day and Coho Festival 
Our public outreach will continue in 2018, in part through participating in these popular 
and well organized public events. 
  
Ongoing Monitoring 
Monitoring the Conservancy is an ongoing activity.  Thank you, Marshall! 
 
Website 
Keep your eyes on the website as it is regularly updated with news of guided tours and 
other pieces of interest throughout the year.  
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Special Thanks 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the Directors and WV District’s Corinne Ambor 
for their dedication to the conservation and educational work of the OGCS. 
    
Thank you, 
  
Karen Marzocco, OGCS President 
  
 
  


