
servancy. So many people were 

involved that we would love to 

collect their stories. We hope 

the book will bring back those 

memories for people to share. 

The year 1990 started with 

enthusiastic reports to West 

Vancouver council outlining  a 

new semi-private golf course 

plan for Hollyburn Ridge. The 

developer would build the golf 

course on municipal land and 

the public would be guaranteed 

limited access to this 27 hole 

professional golf course.  
 

Win-win, right? That was the 

phrase thrown around at every 

opportunity but they kind of 

skipped over some features of 

the site that may be affected. 

 

They failed to mention that 

there was an exceptional stand, 

over 85 acres in size, of near-

pristine late climax stage old-

growth forest dominated by 

ancient cedars, many close to 

1000 years old and reaching 

girths over eight feet wide.  

 

We are celebrating the 30th 

anniversary by telling the story 

of what happened next. We are 

also welcoming other peo-

ple’s stories from those 

who were there and those 

who remember the battle to 

save this forest.   

 

We have started by publishing a 

summary of that battle from the 

perspective of Paul Hundal, who 

started Friends of Cypress (to 
be distinguished from Friends of 

Cypress Provincial Park, a sepa-

rate group).  

 

The story is available on our 

website  and tells of the discov-

ery of Hollyburn’s hidden giants 

only two weeks before the pub-

lic hearing to approve a plan 

that would have eviscerated it. 

He takes us through the for-

mation of Friends of Cypress as 

the lead group to fight the golf 

course plan; and then through 

the many defeats before a final 

victory. Three years later the 

area was dedicated as an old-

growth preserve and eventually 

named the Old Growth Con-

30th Anniversary of saving Hollyburn’s hidden giants 

Our new look—and the next evolution for our Society 

Every year we put out two 

newsletters but this year being 

so exceptional with a cancella-

tion of all events for the first 

half of the year, and this terrible 

pandemic, we missed the earlier 

edition. In that time, we have 

reformatted our newsletter to 

carry us forward into the next 

decade.   
 

The Society has been expanding 

our boundaries to promote 

protection and education about 

all the remaining old-growth 

forest in West Vancouver, not 

just the Conservancy. To that 

end, this issue reports on David 

Cook’s survey of another very 

special stand of cedars byBroth-

ers Creek that we hope to pro-
tect fully in the future.  

We also expanded into social 

media this year with our Face-

book Group page that allows all 

members to see immediate 

updates on events, share pic-

tures and stories, as well as 

review everything posted in the 

past such as our series of posts 

on the Trees of the Conservan-

cy. If you are on Facebook, I 
hope you will stop by and look. 
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May tba) 
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The short story can be found on 
our webpage at ogcs.ca/

hiddengiants 
 

http://ogcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/THE-BATTLE-TO-SAVE-HOLLYBURNS-HIDDEN-GIANTS.pdf
http://ogcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/THE-BATTLE-TO-SAVE-HOLLYBURNS-HIDDEN-GIANTS.pdf


It was with great sadness that 

we learned of the passing of 

Hugh Hamilton on April 19, 

2020. 

 

The Society first reached out 

to Hugh in 2007 when he was 

president of the West Vancou-

ver Streamkeeper Society. He 

soon became an OGCS mem-
ber and his years of experience 

as a forester was so helpful that 

he was convinced to become a 

director in 2008. With his 

friendly, outgoing nature and 

his eagerness to share his 

knowledge of old-growth trees, 

it was no surprise that he be-

came president from 2012 to 

2014. 

 

As part of his focus on com-

municating with members, 

Hugh produced a twice-yearly 

newsletter. In 2012 he was 

instrumental in discovering the 

old growth felled at Black 
Creek and in working with the 

District to protect remaining 

trees from inadvertent cutting. 

Hugh loved to show people the 

Conservancy and led several 

snowshoe hikes to see the old 

growth. When there were 

three winters in a row with 

almost no snow, Hugh made 

his most significant contribu-

tion to the Society by starting 

the summer guided tours. He 

was able to convince Council 

to allow an exception to the 

District policy of no surface 

access for these limited tours, 

which quickly became very 
popular and have included the 

mayor and several councillors 

as participants. The tours have 

become a cornerstone of the 

Society's education program . 

 

Hugh will be greatly missed. 

have not seen any indication of 

trail building since so it appears 

the original trail builder re-

spected our request. As I said, 

no news is good news. 

 

We did have one funny incident 

this summer. I was holding a 

sign at the Parking Lot #5 en-

trance on Cypress Bowl Road 
so that the tour participants 

could see where to pull in for 

the tour. The sign was hand-

written and simply said 

“Parking Lot #5”. 

When it comes to monitoring 

reports, no news is perhaps the 

best news. It was over a year 

ago that I discovered a rogue 

trail built through the Conserv-

ancy. It was not used by bikes 

at all so must have been a hik-

er. Use was light, so it was 

likely built by a single person. 

By December Alan Bardsley 
and Paul Hundal covered up 

the trail and left a note at the 

trailhead respectfully request-

ing that no trails be built 

through the Conservancy. We 

Everything was fine until a Cy-

press Bowl Recreations truck 

drove by, suddenly stopped, 

and the driver yelled angrily, 

“What do you think you’re 

doing?” He then came closer, 

looked at the sign again and 

started laughing. He thought 

we were charging the public $5 

to park. Next time  I make a 
sign I’ll make sure that “#” 

does not look like “$” (and 

maybe I'll give the $ back). 

Hugh Hamilton—The Passing of a very Special Director 

Monitoring Report - by Marshall Bauman 

The Challenges of the Old-Growth Tours in 2020 

tracing. Stopping points were 

adjusted so guests could main-

tain a safe distance. We were 

fortunate to have two tours for 

local high school students in 

June to gain experience with 

the new protocols. 

 

This year a new feature was 

added with Paul Hundal cover-
ing historical aspects of the 

area, including the local logging 

history and, most importantly, 

the details of the 1990 golf 

course referendum. This nicely 

complemented the natural 

history and old-growth charac-

teristics as presented by Alan 

Bardsley. 

 

There were seven tours in 

August and September with 43 

guests attending, resulting in 17 

new members. We are very 
grateful to both the District 

and the Cypress Ski Area for 

their support of the tours. 

 

The pandemic forced a rethink 

of this summer's guided tours. 

There was not enough time to 

adapt the July guided tours of 

accessible old growth, but, with 

a few adjustments, the tours of 

the Conservancy were able to 

go ahead. Important changes 

included fewer reservations per 

tour, starting in Parking Lot #5 
instead of carpooling, layers of 

protection including strong 

social distancing and requiring a 

phone number for contact 

“Socially 

distancing is 

easy when 

rambling 

through an old-

growth forest 

and it heals the 

mind...” 
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Hugh Hamilton 

standing by the 

Hollyburn Giant 

in 2019 at age 

90  

Apricot Jelly Fungus in 
the Conservancy 



Field work continues for the 

Marr Creek to Brothers Creek 

Old-Growth Biophysical Study. 

Led by David Cook and assist-

ed by Alan Bardsley and Julian 

Heavyside, the team has made 

13 hikes and tagged an addi-

tional 181 veteran trees in 

2020, bringing the total up to 

345. This is the sixth year of 
the study and the report has 

now been peer reviewed.  

 

A highlight this year was identi-

fying the two largest veterans 

found in the study area, one 

10.69 m in circumference and 

the other a mere 10.65 m. This 

makes them roughly 3.4 metres 

(11.2 feet) wide, which is wider 

than any trees in the Old 

Growth Conservancy.  We are 

grateful to the District of West 

Vancouver (“DWV”) staff who 

took us to the largest tree. 

 

This project, however,  is not 
just about big trees but has 

evolved, with the help of Terry 

Taylor, into an extensive study 

of species other than trees as 

well as the usual Site Series. 

David Cook will be working 

towards a final report to be 

presented to the OGCS board 

prior to submission to the 

DWV when the full study is 

complete. The OGCS will then 

work with the District to en-

sure the protection of the area. 

 

The biggest trees are away 

from any recreational trails so 

have not been impacted by 
people at this time. The biodi-

versity of the area is about 

double that of other old-

growth areas at similar eleva-

tions on the North Shore. The 

study area is approximately 250 

hectares (618 acres) in size.  

found in the Conservancy.  

 

He stated “Clubmosses 

(Lycopodiaceae) are primitive 

plants. Their common name is 

a misnomer as they are not 

mosses. They evolved around 

410 million years ago well be-

fore the higher plants. The 

clubmoss which is an old-
growth indicator is Huperzia 

miyoshiana (syn: H. selago and H. 

chinensis). The way you tell it 

from other Lycopods is that its 

spore cases are born in the 

In this issue we are displaying 

Stag’s-horn clubmoss 

(Lycopodium clavatum) more 

commonly called “running club-

moss”. It is found throughout 

the Conservancy both in the 

old-growth forest and the old-

er second-growth forest at the 

south end of the Conservancy.  

 
In an email discussion with our 

Board expert, David Cook, he 

pointed out the distinction 

between “running  clubmoss” 

and “fir clubmoss” which is also 

axils of its leaves as shown in 

the attached pic [below] unlike 

say running clubmoss which has 

its spore cases born on sepa-

rate long forked stalks.” 

Surveying the Hidden Giants of Brothers Creek  

Naturalists’ Corner - highlighting biota within the Conservancy 

We are on Facebook –How to join our Group Page 

If you are not yet on Facebook, 

or have joined but never use it, 

we do believe that it is an ex-

cellent medium to share amaz-

ing photos from professional 

nature photographers like Rob 

Alexander to amateurs like us. 

 

We can’t think of a better way 

to share updates, photos, infor-
mation or just funny stories. It 

is free and easy once you join 

Facebook and if anyone has 

concerns about the safest way 

to join, please email us and we 

will be happy to guide our 

members through the process 

to set up your account so you 

can have the safest, most en-

joyable experience. 

 

Once in the group, you are 

free to post anything yourself 

but the postings are monitored 

to remove inappropriate posts 
or language. Only one Face-

book member had to be re-

moved, so far, when the person 

joined just to try to sell prod-

ucts on our page. 

If you are on Facebook already 

then I urge you to search for 

“Old Growth Conservancy 

Society” and request to join 

our group. (Secret, everyone is 

accepted whether a member or 

not). 

  

Once in, we are sure you will 

enjoy the many posts, in partic-
ular the wide variety of photos 

and educational material such 

as “The Trees of the Old 

Growth Conservancy” 

 

“We can’t think 

of a better way 

to share 

updates, 

photos, 

information or 

just funny 

stories.” 
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Stag’s-horn clubmoss  
(Lycopodium clavatum) 

a.k.a “running  club-
moss” flowering in 
late September this 

year. 

David Cook sur-

veying the newly 

documented 

Brothers Creek 

Giant 



Our Society Address 
309-1550 Duchess Avenue  

West Vancouver, BC 
V7V 1P5 

 
 

E-mail: ogcs.wv@ogcs.ca 

 
Our Editor: Paul Hundal  

The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) was formed in 
2007 and is dedicated to protecting the ecological integrity 
and increasing public appreciation of the Old Growth Conserv-

ancy, located on unceded territory of the Squamish Nation. 

The OGCS is a registered BC Society, No. S-0051760. The Board of Directors is com-
prised of community members representing a range of conservation and recreation 
interests, including naturalists, mountain bikers and hikers.  All share a common inter-
est in protecting the exceptional natural features and recreational assets of the West 
Vancouver mountainside. 
 

OGCS member-

ship is $10.00 for a 

calendar year. Any 

membership re-

ceived after Sep-

tember includes 

2021. Please sub-

mit this form to be 

member. 
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are very grateful for what was 

donated and this helps us im-

prove the look of our Newslet-

At the first meeting of Direc-

tors after the last AGM I was 

appointed President of the 

Society, and then COVID 

struck. I am sure there is no 

connection.  

 

Though most events we attend 

had to be cancelled this year, 

including our 30th Anniversary 
of the Referendum Celebra-

tion, we did maintain our old-

growth tours as well as school 

tours (which we started this 

year). 

 

We also received two very 

generous donations even 

though we are not a registered 

charity and cannot issue tax 

receipts. We have chosen to 

not register as a charity be-

cause the costs of maintaining 

annual tax reporting require-

ments exceed what we ex-

pected to get. However, we 

ter, that we can now mail to 

our members without email.  

 

We are now able to purchase 

“ogcs.ca” branded whistles 

which we will hand out free to 

tour participants. I have always 

believed that a whistle is a criti-

cally important safety item that 

everyone should carry in the 
woods, especially if you walk 

off-trail. If you are injured and 

immobilized, the sound of a 

whistle will carry much farther 

than a voice especially if you 

are exhausted and weak. I nev-

er hike without one. 

 

We are also putting together a 

self-guided audio tour with 

stop points at our signs. The 

Society has been doing amazing 

work as you can see in this 

Newsletter and I look forward 

to reporting back to you in late 

Spring.  Paul Hundal 

Notes from our new President 

”In Wildness is the preservation of the world.” Henry David Thoreau  

Organization 

Paul Hundal talking  

about history of the 100-

year old skid road 

ogcs.ca 


