
Eckenwalder (2009) in his au-

thoritative text on conifers 

instead returned it to its original 

name  Cupressus nootkatensis 

D.Don. The debate continues. 

It was called Cypress by some 

and Cypress Bowl was named 

after the tree because it con-

tained so many. The BC Minis-

try of Forests called it Alaska 

yellow-cedar. Locally it is mostly 

known as yellow-cedar, but 

other names include: Nootka 

cypress, Nootka false-cypress, 

yellow cypress, Alaska cypress, 
Nootka cedar, Pacific coast 

cypress, Sitka cypress and Alas-

ka cedar. 

 

One would hope that the scien-

tific name for it would be more 

certain but not so, with it being 

placed in different genera and 

then proposed for a newly cre-

ated genus, Xanthocyparis. 

 

Its formal nomenclature started 

in 1824 as Cupressus nootkatensis 

D.Don 1824. A short time later 

in 1841 it was moved to a differ-

ent genus based on its foliage. It 

became known as Chamaecyparis 

nootkatensis (D.Don) Spach. The 

Ministry of Forests in BC still 

uses this as its scientific name.  

Over the years various botanists 

kept changing its genus with the 

following names receiving some 

acceptance: Callitropsis noot-

katensis (D.Don) Oerst. ex 

D.P.Little; Cupressus america-

na Trautv; Thuja excelsa Bong.; 

Thujopsis borealis Carrière; and 

Thujopsis cupressoides Carrière;. 
 

In 2002, however, a newly iden-

tified genus in Vietnam was 

found to be closely related. The 

new genus name was accepted 

by the International Botanical 

Congress in 2011 resulting in 

the name Xanthocyparis noot-

katensis (D.Don) Farjon & 

D.K.Harder, 2002. 

 

However this did not end the 

controversy because in 2010, 

Mao et al did a more detailed 

molecular analysis and conclud-

ed that it should be moved back 

into the Cupressus genus where 

it originally started but with the 

name. Callitropsis nootkatensis. 

Alaska yellow-cedar: What is the tree’s “real” name anyway? 

When will COVID be over and how it affects the Conservancy 

It is hard to conceive of an 

event since WWII that has had 

more impact on people and the 

economy than the COVID pan-

demic has had. 

 

Indoor activities have been 

sharply curtailed for a year and 

a half now and it is still not 

over. Outdoor activities are 
limited by the number of people 

that can participate which is 

why we had to cancel the 30th 

Anniversary celebration.  Our 

tours were within the size per-

mitted so they were able to 

proceed with some limitations 

such as no carpooling and social 

distancing.  

 

During the pandemic, people 
connected with nature in ways 

and in numbers not seen before. 

The dark side of this has been 

an increase in trespassing in the 

outdoors.   

 

We heard of illegal tree cutting 

in 2019 near the Grouse Grind 

(fortunately they were caught), 

however now we have experi-

enced illegal tree cutting within 
the Conservancy itself.  
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 Logging history tours 
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Sept ) - FULL 
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safe) 
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The old-growth Alaska yellow-
cedar is well represented in the 

Conservancy and was what drew 

public attention when the site was 
proposed for a golf course in 1990. 



When the old growth forest 

grove (now part of the Old 

Growth Conservancy) was 

discovered by conservationists 

within a proposed golf course 

area, Randy Stoltmann was 

called to help examine the area. 

As a legendary “Big Tree 

Hunter” and the writer of Hik-

ing Guide to the Big Trees of BC , 
Randy was the “go to” person 

who would always lend a hand.  

 

Randy mentioned that he had 

driven by this forested area on 

the way to Cypress Bowl innu-

merable times and meant to 

check out this area but never 

did. Like the rest of us he was 

pleasantly surprised at the large 

number of giant 800+ year old 

trees found there. Though he 

did not directly campaign with 

Friends of Cypress when they 

fought to save it, he did pro-

duce two flyers for Friends of 

Cypress to campaign with. 
 

Though Randy’s legacy can be 

found all across BC, it is here 

in the mountains of West Van-

couver that he first developed 

his passion for ancient trees. 

On the slopes of Hollyburn,  he 

was responsible for not only 

finding the Hollyburn Fir (the 

subject of a new Interpretive 

Plaque) , but he also identified 

BC’s largest yellow cedar and 

BC’s largest mountain hemlock.  

 

As a researcher Randy was 

second to none and entirely 

self-taught. He earned the re-
spect of almost everyone be-

cause of the thoroughness and 

reliability of his work.  His 

death at age 32 in a mountain 

avalanche was a great loss to 

the conservation community.  

any reason other than it fol-

lows a line from the Hollyburn 

cabin area. We sure could use 

more volunteers as monitors.  

 

We have discussed the situa-

tion with the District and they 

will be on the lookout. The 

Cypress works yard is nearby 

and if they hear chainsaws they 
can alert the police. 

 

We have discussed having wild-

life cams in the OGC which 

may be able to capture videos 

This has not been a good year 

when it comes to trespass. 

Earlier this year we discovered 

recent tree cutting in both the 

Conservancy Crossing area and 

the near pristine Apex area of 

the OGC. The trees were not 

large but they are a part of this 

protected ecosystem and 

should not be cut at all. They 
were cut over winter and the 

height of the cuts indicate it 

was when the snow was deep.  

 

There is no direct indication of 

of  any trespassers however 

privacy laws binding on the 

municipality prevent us from 

placing surveillance equipment 

in the OCG except under strict 

parameters that minimize our 

ability to spot trespassers.  

 

The good news is this is a very 

rare event, and we can only 
hope that it will not be repeat-

ed in the future. We will find 

out next winter and certainly 

will be watching out for it, just 

not on video. 

Randy Stoltmann—West Van Conservationist remembered 

Marshall Bauman’s Spring Monitoring Report  

The coming Old-Growth Tours for 2021 and other events 

Cook’s West Lake Road tour 

which has filled up quickly.  

 

There will be six OGC tours in 

August and September (all of 

which are now full). The log-

ging history tours will be in July 

at a different location for each 

tour though the presentation 

made will be roughly the same. 
 

We are also looking forward to 

the release of our Self-Guided 

Tour which Alan Bardsley has 

been working many hours to 

put together. We are funding a 

professional voice-over for the 

tour recording and the results 

so far are very promising.  

 

Once complete, the Self-

Guided Tour will be down-

loadable from geotourist.com 

onto your smartphone and 
then can be accessed at the 

Conservancy Crossing trailhead 

without any need for cell ser-

vice. 

As BC opens up we will contin-

ue to follow our COVID safety 

plan. Fortunately, outdoor 

activities are safer in any event. 

We therefore look forward to 

providing all our usual tours 

this year including the logging 

history tour where we see not 

only old-growth trees that 

survived the loggers axe but 
the natural regeneration from 

those areas that were logged.   

 

Also included this year is David 

The tours filled 

up very quickly 

even though we 

expanded the 

number and size 

of the tours this 

year. 
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Randy Stolt-

mann’s passing 

in 1994 was a 

terrible loss to 

conservation.  

Photo of Marshall 
taking  a photo of 

Chicken-of-the-Woods 
in the Conservancy 



By David L. Cook (Biologist)  

 
This is the seventh year of 

study of forest land owned by 

the District of West Vancouver 

characterised as first-growth 

(old-growth) forest based on 

vegetation and soil conditions. 

The boundaries of this area 

were defined both from satel-

lite imagery and by checking on 

the ground.  

 
The area is from Marr Creek 

(500 metres east of the fourth 

switchback of Cypress Bowl 

Road) to approximately 500 

metres east of Brothers Creek, 

a distance of approximately 2.4 

kilometres between 540 and 

840 metres elevation and cov-

ering approximately 250 hec-

tares (618 acres).   

 
The study area is a complex 

mosaic of virgin old-growth 

forest interspersed with areas 

that have had their first-growth 

veteran trees selectively logged 

without major disruption of the 

ecology of the forest in which 

they grew, and retaining other 

aspects of old-growth ecology 

such as large coarse woody 

debris, multiple canopy layers, 

native understory flora and 

biodiversity.  

 

A plant/fungus species list was 

compiled. The species richness 

and biodiversity of the area was 

found to be double that of 

other old-growth areas at com-

parable elevations across the 

North Shore. About 400 first-

growth veteran trees have 

been identified so far and 

mapped using a handheld out-

door GPS. The work continues. 

The defining feature of this 

western variant of Chicken-of-

the-Woods is that it grows 

only on conifers, usually over-

mature or dead, unlike any of 

the other varieties. It is found 

throughout the Conservancy 

but unfortunately is being tar-

geted for harvesting by mush-

room hunters (see Notes from 
our President, p.4).  

 

As the name suggests, this is 

edible, and when cooked, has 

the texture of chicken which 

In this issue we are displaying 

Conifer Chicken of the Woods 

(Laetiporus conifericola). This 

specific variant found in the 

Conservancy was formally 

identified in a study done in 

2001 (Burds. & Barik).  

 

One of the samples used to 

identify this distinct species 
came from the Cypress Bowl 

area and was said to be grow-

ing on a dead tree., The picture 

at the far right displays one  

similarly growing in the OGC.  

led to its naming. It does, how-

ever, give some people gastro-

intestinal upset so is not an 

ideal food complement.   

Update on Surveying the Brothers Creek old-growth  

Naturalist’s Corner - highlighting biota within the Conservancy 

We have a Facebook Group – How are we doing? 

to avoid the acrimony of poli-

tics, however, there is such an 

urgency to mobilize for protec-

tion of our remaining old 

growth that it is hard to com-

plain when someone posts 

actions steps. I myself have 

been guilty of posting Petition 

links. 

 
If you are not yet on Facebook, 

or have joined but never use it, 

we do believe that it is an ex-

cellent medium to share amaz-

ing photos, stories and infor-

mation on this precious legacy. 

 

Facebook Groups are a great 

way to share updates and keep 

informed. As we have said 

before, it is free and easy but if 

anyone has concerns about the 

safest way to join, please email 

us and we will be happy to 

guide our members through 
the process to set up your 

account so you can have the 

safest, most enjoyable experi-

ence.  

If you are on Facebook, even 

casually, we urge you to search 

for “Old Growth Conservancy 

Society” and request to join 

our group. (Everyone is accept-

ed whether a member or not). 

  

Once in, please check out the 

many posts and we encourage 

respectful feedback on how we 
are doing.  

 

We have had one challenge in 

particular. On the one hand we 

want to try to keep apolitical 

“We want to 

keep the site 

apolitical but it 

is hard not to 

get political 

about the 

importance of 

old growth 

protection.” 
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Conifer Chicken of the 
Woods (Laetiporus 

conifericola) growing 
on a dead tree in late 
September. 

 

The Brothers 

Creek study area is 

a complex mosaic 

of young and old 

trees. 



Our Society Address 
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West Vancouver, BC 
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Our Editor: Paul Hundal  

The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) was formed in 
2007 and is dedicated to protecting the ecological integrity 
and increasing public appreciation of the Old Growth Conserv-

ancy, located on unceded territory of the Squamish Nation. 

The OGCS is a registered BC Society, No. S-0051760. The Board of Directors is com-
prised of community members representing a range of conservation and recreation 
interests, including naturalists, mountain bikers and hikers.  All share a common inter-
est in protecting the exceptional natural features and recreational assets of the West 
Vancouver mountainside. 

 

OGCS member-

ship is $10.00 for a 

calendar year. Any 

membership re-

ceived after Sep-

tember includes 

2021. Please sub-

mit this form to be 

a member. 
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you have. The cutting took 

place this last winter though we 

do not know exactly when 

In our monitoring report we 

were saddened to report the 

illegal cutting of trees within 

the Conservancy.  

 

Though the trees are small in 

size, we believe that old-

growth forests are not just 

about the big trees. It is an 

entire ecosystem that relies on 
everything big and small. Our 

Director Biologist David Cook 

describes it as a “mosaic”. Cut-

ting small trees breaks up that 

mosaic, it is not okay or ac-

ceptable in anyway.  

 

Personally I can’t imagine any-

one thinking its okay to walk 

into an Conservancy and cut 

trees but it happened. Privacy 

legislation inhibits our ability to 

set up cameras to catch the 

culprits. If anyone hears of who 

might be responsible, please 

email us with any information 

because the Conservancy was 

closed for tours in winter. 

 

Another form of trespass is the 

illegal harvesting of Chicken-in-

the-Woods. Marshall Bauman 

has been finding such harvest-

ing taking place. By taking them, 

we lose the ability to show 

tours these colourful fungi.  
 

There is a cultural clash in the 

world between those who see 

nature strictly as something to 

exploit, and those who see 

nature as having inherent value 

of its own. The Conservancy 

stands now because West Van-

couver residents fought to save 

it as a unique example of the 

exceptional value of nature, its 

beauty and its biodiversity. Our 

Society exists to preserve that 

diversity and to educate the 

community about its value and 

diversity.     Paul Hundal 

Notes from our President 

”In Wildness is the preservation of the world.” Henry David Thoreau  

Organization 

Trees illegally cut within 

the Apex area of the 

Conservancy. 

ogcs.ca 


