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Upcoming events:
 2022 Annual General
Meeting—Feb 23 7:00 pm

Will the real balsam fir please stand up - Sub-alpine vs Amabilis?

 OGC snowshoe tour—
date tba weather permitting

Generations of foresters and
loggers have spoken with derision about lower value “hem-bal
stands” as they searched longingly for old-growth cedars and
Douglas fir to cut down. The
reference to hem-bal stands
refers to mountain hemlock
and “balsam fir” being alleged
cohorts on the steep side-slopes
of British Columbia’s coastal
mountains.

 Release of Self-Guided
Tour of the OGC.
 Ecological Study on the
proposed Brothers
Creek Conservancy to be
released by David Cook.
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Balsam fir, however, is not the
recognized name for the trees
the foresters are referring to.
The common cohort labelled as
“balsam fir” was actually amabilis fir (Abies amabilis, Douglas
ex J.Forbes 1839). This tree is
also properly known as Pacific
silver fir. The forest industry’s
name of balsam fir likely came
from early days when foresters
from back east came to BC and
saw that the amabilis fir looked
similar to the eastern balsam fir,
Abies balsamea (which does not
exist west of the Rockies). The

name balsam stuck in the industry ever since.
Forest scientists, on the other
hand, used its formal nomenclature amabilis fir. In recent years
genetic research provided the
opportunity to look for the
closest relative of the eastern
balsam fir. It turned out to be
sub-alpine fir, Abies lasiocarpa,
(Hooker) Nuttall 1849 resulting
in it being given the rarely used
name western balsam fir.
Abies lasiocarpa grows throughout the interior of BC, usually in
the transition zone just above
the tree line. It is not found,
however, on the western slopes
of the Coast Mountains so there
is not expected to be any western balsam fir on the North
Shore or Conservancy (I will
never say never).

Amabilis fir (see photo) had been
nicknamed balsam fir by the forest
industry for generations in BC but
to forest scientists, balsam fir refers to sub-alpine fir that does not
grow on the North Shore.

However, don’t be surprised if
you find old foresters or loggers
who claim to see “balsam fir”
throughout the North Shore. It

turns out that the term “hembal stands” refers to something
that never actually existed,
strictly speaking.

Conserving West Vancouver’s remaining Upper Land forests
Protecting the natural environment on the mountainside has
always been important to West
Vancouverites. Campaigns were
waged to save the Conservancy
and to prevent further logging
of Cypress Bowl.
Now an effort is underway to
preserve a large greenspace
from Eagle Creek to Horseshoe
Bay. The Eagleridge lands are

central to this. The District of
West Vancouver and British
Pacific Properties are negotiating to transfer the development
potential from the privately
owned Eagleridge lands to Cypress Village.
Protecting this large area comes
at a cost. It means tall high rises
in Cypress Village. During public
consultations 64.5% of respond-

ents supported 3,500 units in
Cypress Village. By showing
continued support through the
final planning stage, we can protect a large, contiguous wilderness from the Upper Levels
Highway to Cypress Provincial
Park.
For more information visit https://westvancouverite.ca/
upperlands.
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Ken Farquharson—Cypress Bowl defender from ‘60’s passes

Ken Farquharson
is leaving a legacy
of protection
that will last generations

One of the most heated forest
conflicts on the North Shore
was the campaign to stop the
logging of Cypress Bowl in the
1960’s. For the most part that
campaign was lost but Ken
played a key role in stopping
the logging from continuing and
having the province make the
best of this tragedy by creating
a Provincial Park to protect
what remained.

paign that he worked on with a
fellow West Vancouver conservationist Curley Chittenden.

Ken also co-founded the Sierra
Club of BC and he fought to
save the Skagit Valley from
being flooded in a 15 year cam-

His day job was as a civil engineer providing environmental
assessments of major projects.
His love of the outdoors led

After his success in saving the
Skagit Valley, Ken worked behind the scenes to secure protection for many other wilderness areas to be made into
parks leaving a legacy for British Columbians that will certainly grow in value over time.

him to co-found the Outdoor
Recreation Council of BC.
Years after lobbying for the
creation of Cypress Provincial
Park, he sat as an Advisor to
the Williams Commission that
set the future direction for
Cypress Bowl for the next
generation, a plan that fully
respected the high conservation values of the Park.
Ken passed away August 8,
2021 at age 86 having led a life
he can be truly proud of. We
thank Ken’s family for sharing
him with us all this time.

The Old-Growth Tours for 2022 and other events
We will try to
replicate the
success of last
year by
continuing the
expanded tour
schedule

The mountains continue to
draw large crowds as outdoor
activities are safer during a
pandemic. We expanded our
tour offering last year and plan
to continue the expanded
schedule this year to help meet
the demand.
David Cook is willing to continue his West Lake Road oldgrowth tour which was very
well received last year. This
tour takes people to the north-

ern boundary of the proposed
“Brothers Creek Old-Growth
Park” that we hope to move
forward this year.
There will be six OGC tours in
August and September in addition to David’s tour and the
three logging history tours in
July (members will receive
advance notice to book). As for
community events, we still do
not know if they can proceed
due to COVID concerns.

Our Self-Guided Tour, which
Alan Bardsley has been working
on, is nearing completion and
may be ready by summer. However these are all volunteer
efforts so we have to do what
we can without being locked
into deadlines.
The Self-Guided Tour will be
downloadable from geotourist.com onto your smartphone
and then can be accessed at the
Conservancy Crossing trailhead.

Marshall Bauman’s Winter Monitoring Report

Photo of signs Marshall and Alan placed
on illegally cut trees in
the Conservancy

As reported in the last issue
we discovered tree cutting in
both the Conservancy Crossing
area and the near pristine Apex
area of the OGC. The trees
were not large but they are a
part of this protected ecosystem and should not be cut at
all. When we take people on
tours of the Apex area, we
want to show completely uncut
forest. Instead, right on our
trail are these cut trees that
look as out of place as tagging
the Mona Lisa.

So far this year we have not
seen signs of any more cutting,
fingers crossed. We did produce signs that we attached to
cut trees so that if the person/
people involved come back,
they will see a polite message
to stop cutting.
We have raised this issue with
our neighbours. The Cypress
Bowl ski operators offer us the
best protection against future
incidences as they have fulltime
staff nearby who are now

aware that if they hear chainsaws, to alert the authorities.
Other than that the forest is
doing well. It has survived all
that 2021 could throw at it,
heat domes, extreme hemlock
looper infestation, flooding,
extreme cold with lots of snow
followed by rain.
Fortunately many of the trees
have survived over 800 years
of changing conditions. They
just can’t survive chainsaws.
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The survey of the Brothers Creek old growth is complete!!
After seven long years of hard
work by David Cook and with
the able assistance from Alan
Bardsley and Terry Taylor, the
ecological study of forest land
within and near the Brothers
Creek watershed and owned
by the District of West Vancouver is complete.

of the Corporation of West
Vancouver, British Columbia”.

The results have been summarized in a report titled
“Biophysical Analysis and Ecological Inventory for Marr
Creek to Brothers Creek Old
-Growth Forest in the District

The study area is from Marr
Creek to approximately 500
metres east of Brothers Creek,
between 540 and 840 metres
elevation and covering approximately 250 hectares (618

As stated in the last Newsletter
the area is characterised as
first-growth (old-growth) forest based on vegetation and
soil conditions even though
some logging has occurred.

acres).
This magnificent area of oldgrowth forest deserves protection. The society is working on
a strategy to conserve the area
while respecting the network of
recreational trails crisscrossing
it. We will be urging Council to
formally dedicate the whole
area as a Conservancy. Consideration will have to be given to
the significant recreational use
of the area so it likely won’t
have same status as the OGC.

30+1 Anniversary of the 1990 Golf Course Referendum
Last year COVID-19 forced the
cancellation of our celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the
1990 Golf Course Referendum.
This year the timing was better
and we slipped in the 30+1
celebration before omicron
appeared on the North Shore.
On Sunday, November 21 almost 40 fully vaccinated people
gathered in Parking Lot #5 to
celebrate the 31st anniversary
of West Van citizens choosing
old growth over golf courses.

Distinguished guests included
District of West Vancouver
councillors Sharon Thompson,
Peter Lambur and Marcus
Wong, past councillor and past
OGCS director Rod Day, past
OGCS directors Katharine
Steig, Bruce McArthur and
Alexandra Mancini. Also there
was Parks director Sue Ketler
and staff members Andrew
Banks and Corinne Ambor.
Speakers Paul Hundal and
Elaine Fonseca recounted

events leading to the referendum, Greg Stoltmann talked of
the connection with his brother Randy and Rod Day gave his
perspective as Councillor.
There was plenty of cake and
coffee afterwards as people
chatted, thoroughly enjoying
the first in-person gathering in
a long time. A common lament
heard was that there were too
many friends to catch up with
and not enough time. It looks
like we’ll have to do this again.

The Brothers
Creek study area
contains many
large redcedar
over 800 years old

A video of the
event is on
our website and
YouTube. Just
search for Old
Growth
Conservancy.

Naturalist’s Corner - highlighting biota within the Conservancy
In this issue we are presenting
western varnished conk
(Ganoderma oregonense, Murrill). The species found in the
Conservancy is reported to be
virtually indistinguishable from
G. tsugae that exists east of the
Rockies and grows on eastern
hemlocks.
The more famous cousin of our
conk is called reishi (Ganoderma
lingzhi) that is considered by
some to be a medicinal product

of no proven ability and grows
in Asia. Our species differs in
colour and substrate from G.
lingzhi as well as being stalkless
(sessile). Reishi by contrast has
a smaller cap and a stalk.

guishing the diverse laccate Ganoderma species of the
United States. PLoS ONE 13
(7): e0199738. https://
doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pone.0199738.

An excellent reference is a
recent study using molecular
analysis of all North American
Ganoderma that confirms
there are at least twelve native
species, Loyd AL, et al. (2018)
Elucidating "lucidum": Distin-

The fact that our species is
different from reishi will hopefully deter illegal harvesting by
people thinking they are the
more valued product.

Western varnished
conk (Ganoderma oregonense) growing on
cut trees by the Conservancy Crossing.

”In Wildness is the preservation of the world.” Henry David Thoreau

OLD GROWTH
CONSERVANCY
SOCIETY

The Old Growth Conservancy Society (OGCS) was formed in
2007 and is dedicated to protecting the ecological integrity
and increasing public appreciation of the Old Growth Conservancy, located on unceded territory of the Squamish Nation.

Our Society Address
P.O..Box 91053
West Vancouver, BC
V7V 3N3

The OGCS is a registered BC Society, No. S-0051760. The Board of Directors is comprised of community members representing a range of conservation and recreation
interests, including naturalists, mountain bikers and hikers. All share a common interest in protecting the exceptional natural features and recreational assets of the West
Vancouver mountainside.

E-mail: ogcs.wv@ogcs.ca
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$10.00 for a calendar
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submit this form to be a
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NOTICE OF
AGM
——————
FEBRUARY 23
2022 @ 7:00 pm
Via ZOOM

To join Zoom Meeting
contact ogcs.wv@ogcs.ca

———————Guest Speaker:
Andy McKinnon
on his new book
“Mushrooms of
British Columbia”
https://mushroomsofbc.com/

Organization
Business

Notes from our President
A senior politician once told
me that when looking back at
what he did as a politician, his
most important legacy was the
parks he had a role in creating.

ed areas are being sought out
and used by people trying to
find less crowded wilderness
with the popularity of the
North Shore only growing.

Along that vein, the most significant legacy we can leave future
residents of the North Shore is
the protected wilderness at
their doorstep that is currently
available but unprotected.
Much of Greater Vancouver
shares in the enjoyment when
we look at the throngs of people who come to the North
Shore to explore our wilderness.

There is an opportunity now
for local politicians to make
their indelible mark on this
community that will be remembered for generations to come.
Dedicating the Brothers Creek
Conservancy on the east side
of this community and creating
an expanded wilderness recreation park on the west side of
the community covering all of
Eagleridge is the direction we
need to move.

There are days when I have
looked back at the trail from
the top of Hollyburn, in the
winter, and saw a scene that
looked like Everest with a long
continuous line of people hiking
up behind me. The fact that

Hiking tour through the
proposed Brothers
Creek Conservancy
these trails are so well used
gives reason to say we need
more of them. The unprotect-

I believe Council members will
one day look back at what they
have chosen to protect here
and be truly proud of the legacy that only they have the power to give this community.

