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YOUR LOGO HERE 

OUR OLD-GROWTH HERITAGE 

West Vancouver is fortunate to 

have extensive forested lands 

within its municipal bounda-

ries.  Although much of the mu-

nicipality was logged at different 

times since 1870, several old-

growth stands remain relatively 

untouched and protected as 

parkland. Very few urban areas 

in the world contain such large 

and varied forest stands within 

their boundaries.  

 

HOW FORESTS BENEFIT US 

West Vancouver’s forests con-

tribute to the health of the com-

munity. They improve its air 

quality, protect steep slopes 

from erosion, provide homes for 

a great variety of wildlife, and 

give pleasure and stress relief to 

the people who visit them.   

 

 

West Vancouver is fortunate to have ex-

tensive forested lands within its municipal 

boundaries.  Although much of the munici-

pality was logged at different times since 

1870, many areas are now mature second

-growth forest traversed by hiking trails. 

Several old-growth stands have also re-

mained relatively untouched and are pro-

tected as parkland. Very few urban areas 

in the world contain such large and varied 

forest stands within their boundaries. This 

brochure describes the exceptional values 

and locations of West Vancouver’s di-

verse forested lands. 

 

West Vancouver’s forests contribute to 

the health of the community in many 

ways.  They improve its air quality, protect 

its steep slopes from erosion, etc,  Our 

forests provide homes for a great variety 

of wildlife and give pleasure and stress 

relief to the people who visit them. Follow-

ing are descriptions of West Vancouver’s 

most significant forest stands.  



Nelson Canyon Park/Whyte Lake: 

Located off Westport Road, this forest 

is a mixed stand of veteran Douglas-fir 

and western redcedar. Most of the area 

was logged or disturbed by fire but 

parts were spared and some immense 

trees remain along the trail. Three rare 

old-growth western white pine stood by 

the lake but were flooded and drowned 

by a beaver dam. 

Brothers Creek Area: The Brothers 

Creek Loop Trail is located off  

Millstream Road.  Hiking trails pass 

through maturing second-growth forest 

to reach old-growth stands containing 

western redcedar, yellow-cedar, 

western and mountain hemlock, and 

amabilis fir.  Side trails lead to a few 

giant Douglas-fir.  The Hollyburn Fir is 

likely over 1000 years old and is about 3 

metres in diameter.  

Cypress Provincial Park: In the 

northern-most part of West Vancouver, 

this park includes Hollyburn, Black and 

Strachan mountains.  It is accessed by 

hiking trails and Cypress Bowl Road. 

Although much of the park’s forests were 

logged for ski development, very 

significant old-growth remains.  Many of 

the park’s yellow-cedars are over 1000 

years old, growing in forest stands that 

have been untouched by fire for 4000 

years or longer.  The Roadside yellow-

cedar near the Hollyburn Ridge turn-off is 

over 1200 years old and one of the largest 

known in BC.  The Yew Lake Old-Growth 

Loop in Cypress Bowl is wheelchair 

accessible. The Baden-Powell Trail on 

Hollyburn Mountain and the Howe Sound 

Crest Trail on Mt. Strachan pass through 

forest areas containing some of the park’s 

largest trees.  

Lighthouse Park: This is a remnant 

stand of a 75 ha old-growth forest on a 

rugged promontory south of Marine Drive 

in  western West Vancouver. There are 5 

km of hiking trails through Douglas-fir, 

western redcedar, and western hemlock 

with arbutus, a few grand firs and other 

species.  Some of the Douglas-firs are well 

over 500 years old. The park is accessible 

by transit. 

FOR DIRECTIONS SEE  https://

tripplanning.translink.ca/#/app/nextdepartures 

Lighthouse  Park old-growth trail. 

Old Growth Conservancy: The 

OGC is a 54 ha protected forest area 

near the top of Cypress Bowl  Road.  

The  near pristine quality of its 400 to 

nearly 1000 year-old veteran trees is 

unique. Other than a mountain bike/

walking trail at the south-east tip, 

there are purposefully no trails in the 

OCG. Its elevation is a transition 

between two major biogeoclimatic 

zones, creating a rich diversity of 

species.  

Cypress Falls Park: Found in 

central West Vancouver above the 

Upper Levels Highway, this 30.5 ha 

park straddles Cypress Creek. Several 

hiking trails pass by old-growth 

Douglas-firs and western redcedars 

aged over 500 years old  as well as 

some large western white pine. This 

forest also contains a range of 

uncommon plants, including Indian 

pipes and coralroot orchids.  
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